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A CRITICAL STUDY OF THE MARINE ARCHAEOLOGICAL FINDINGS 
RECOVERED FROM THE SEA WATERS OF SEA AND CHINESE REGIONS 
DURING 10!" TO 13!# CENTURIES IN THE CONTEXT OF MARITIME ACTIVITIES 
UNDER THE CHOLAS 


K.V.RAMAKRISHNARAO 
ASST. COMMISSIONER OF CUSTOMS, CENTRAL EXCISE AND SERVICE TAX, 
CHENNAI 


For the last forty years, many shipwrecks have been located in the SEA and Chinese regions, cargo 
remnants recovered and material evidences made available for researchers through publications, newsletters and 
of course displayed in the museums]. The material evidences available have been in the form of ceramic ware, 
metallic objects, anchors, palts of ships and other perishable and non- perishable nature. Huge quantity of 
ceramic ware found has made the observers, excavators and scholars perplexed, uncomfortable and intrigued also. 
As for as the metallic objects, limited studies have been made "without bringing out complete details identifying 
their com position, manufacturing techniques and usage. As the terminology in the regional research changes, 
the studies are also many times resorted to overlapping or isolated representing their point of view. 


The Studies of the Chinese and SEA regions: The Southeast Asian and South Asian marine 
archaeological studies could not be made in isolation restricting to China, SEA countries or India. Till China 
dominated after 13th centul), the Indian and Arab influence have to be taken into consideration. As for as India is 
concerned, the sudden rise and fall of the Cholas (950-1250 CE) as a maritime power 1s intriguing during the 
period, as China started surging [.S a maritime power in the Indian Ocean region. While the Indian studies of 
NIO and NIOT have been restricted to Indian nautical '‘vaters, the Southeast Asian and South Asian 
marine archaeological studies have been overlapping, but giving more emphasis to their areas. Moreover, the 
studies of former though mention about "Indian Ocean", but "India" is rarely mentioned in the context, )bviously 
for their scope of investigation. Thus, the shipwreck studies have to be made covering all aspects and could be 
divided into the following three categories, considering the cross-cultural exchanges taken place in three phased 
manner. 

During the imperial period of the Cholas (950-1250), the movement of the Cholas, the Chinese, the SEA 
counterparts and the Arabs had been regular, the overseas trade necessitated ships carrying goods and people, 
and the peoples involved interacted with each other exchanging ideas of material and non-material culture. In such 
across-culture or miscegenation of cultures, each factor could be viewed in prismatic and mosaic perspective or 
variety in specific convergence and congruence. The predominant reflection of the divergence, variance and 
difference could be analyzed and understood only on the underlying, fundamental and essential factors. The absence 
of evidence cannot be an evidence to negate the evidence of the overseas expeditions of the Cholas, as otherwise, all 
the involved would have been dealing with unhistorical and imaginary people, goods and services. But, the material 
and non-material evidences prove the presence of the Cholas during the material period and therefore, the marine 
archaeological evidences may be interpreted accordingly. In such scrutiny, critical analysis and_ sustainable 
interpretation, the presence, influence and contribution of the Cholas could be discerned and appreciated. 


